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Asset  Mapping  Workbook^community

Asset                  n.  1.    a  useful  or  valuable  quality,  person,  or  thing

Mapping    v.    1.    to  explore  or  make  survey  of
                                                    2.    to  plan  or  delineate  in  detail
                                                    3.    to  locate  

The  Asset  Mapping  Workbook  is  intended  to  provide  information,  tools,  

and  inspiration  to  inventory  the  assets  and  resources  within  a  community.      

This  document  is  like  a  tool  chest;  take  from  it  whatever  works  best  for  

achieving  your  own  neighborhood  or  community  goals.  
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Asset  Mapping

Community  Outreach  inspires  people  to  value  and  discover  the  existing  resources  within  their  community.    

Building  upon  what  already  exists,  we  encourage  people  to  work  together  to  strengthen  the  social  vitality  of  

communities.    We  believe  that  everyone  has  something  positive  to  contribute.    We  believe  that  the  resources  

needed  to  create  a  healthy,  vibrant  community  already  exist  within  the  community.

One  approach  for  learning  about  a  community  is  to  do  an  Asset  Map—an  inventory  of  the  gifts,  talents,  and  

resources  within  a  community.    This  approach  can  help  you  to  connect  and  utilize  those  assets  to  realize  the  

full  potential  of  a  community.    

In  order  to  locate  the  rich  pool  of  assets  within  a  community,  it  is  important  to  recognize  and  honor  that:

      community.

      action.    

The  skills  that  you  will  need  in  order  to  do  an  Asset  Map  are:

There  is  no  one-‐best-‐way  to  do  an  Asset  Map.    In  the  simplest  form,  doing  an  Asset  Map  includes  walking  

around  the  neighborhood  and  having  conversations  to  identify  the  people,  places,  and  systems  that  exist  

within  it.    You  can  complete  an  Asset  Map  within  as  little  as  a  day  or  take  on  a  more  in-‐depth  process  over  

a  period  of  months.    You  can  collect  information  through  community  canvassing,  on-‐line  research,  reading  

community  newspapers,  1:1  interviews,  and/or  Community  Conversations.    You  might  create:

Community  Map  that  paints  a  broad  picture  of  the  many  assets  in  the  community

Community  Involvement  Directory  that  showcases  the  activities  of  formal  and  informal  groups  and  ways  

Neighborhood  Business  Directory  that  lists  all  of  the  neighborhood  businesses,  resources,  and  contacts
  Individual  Asset  Bank  that  features  the  gifts,  talents,  interests,  and  resources  of  individuals

decide  to  put  together  an  inventory  of:

Transportation
  Child  care:  individuals  interested  in  swapping  child  care  or  having  play  dates

Open  Spaces:  meeting  spaces,  parks,  playgrounds,  walking  paths  

Food:  community  gardens,  individual/family  gardens,  fruit  trees,  urban  edibles,  farmers  markets  

  Emergency  Preparednes
Local  Economy:  goods  and  services  that  are  available  from  the  individuals  within  the  community  

Bartering



People

People  are  the  central  source  of  wealth  for  the  community.  Learn  about  each  person  through  one-‐to-‐one  

interviews  or  Community  Conversations.    Decide  what  information  you  would  like  to  capture  about  each  

person  and  determine  a  method  for  tracking  the  information  that  you  learn.

Below  are  some  questions  that  you  could  explore:

While  learning  about  the  individuals,  you  will  begin  to  learn  about  how  the  people  are  interconnected.    You  

will  also  learn  about  the  informal  groups  that  exist  within  a  community.    Voluntary  associations  are  groups  

of  people  who  know  each  other  fairly  well,  work  together,  and  have  a  shared  interest.    They  are  an  asset  in  

the  community  that  can  be  mobilized  into  action.    There  are  many  types  of  voluntary  associations  between  

people  connected  to:

Interests:  art,  music,  sports,  health,  gardening,  hiking,  writing,  books,  politics

Work  or  Career:  networking,  unions,  business  associations

A  Cause:  charity,  task  forces,  volunteering,  drives,  fund  raising,  service
Age:  youth,  elders  
Geography:  neighborhood  associations,  block  watches

Spirituality  or  Faith:  congregations,  study  groups,  choirs
Support:  parenting  group,  self-‐help  group,  support  groups  



Places

Organizations
Learn  about  the  organizations  that  exist  within  your  community.    With  each  one,  think  about  what  

possibilities  exist  within  the  organization.    Think  beyond  their  intended  purpose(s).    For  example,  you  may  

have  a  church  in  your  neighborhood.    Beyond  being  a  place  of  worship  for  its  members,  a  church  may  have  

meeting  space,  a  parking  lot,  a  copier,  chairs,  tables,  storage,  and  a  kitchen.    You  may  have  a  restaurant  

employment,  internships,  donations,  or  collaborations.    On  your  exploration  of  organizations,  seek  to  

mental  health  facilities,  libraries,  police  department,  schools,  utilities,  community  centers,  radio  or  TV  

stations,  small  businesses,  large  businesses,  social  services,  government  agencies,  home-‐based  enterprises,  

Environment
Learn  about  the  natural  and  built  environment  you  live  in.    You  might  explore  air  quality,  water  safety,  trees,  

landscaping,  agriculture,  plant  and  animal  life,  energy  resources,  forests,  lakes,  ponds,  streams,  rivers,  

minerals,  natural  landmarks,  parks,  recreation  areas,  vacant  land,  recycling,  compost,  and  waste  resources.    

You  can  explore  the  physical,  built  environment  including  buildings,  bridges,  sidewalks,  street  lights,  roads,  

gardens,  playgrounds,  sculptures,  or  historical  landmarks.    



Systems

Local  Economy
Learn  about  how  money  is  earned,  spent,  and  invested  within  your  community.    You  might  explore:  income,  

untapped  economic  resources,  access  to  goods  and  services,  and  circulation  of  money.    Some  questions  

you  might  explore  are:

Culture  &  Spirituality

and  how  to  be  with  one  another  and  the  world  around  us.    Learn  about  the  culture,  customs,  traditions,  and  

way  of  life  of  a  community.    You  might  explore:

  

Information,  Knowledge  &  Communication
It  is  important  to  know  how  the  community  generates  knowledge,  shares  information,  and  communicates  

amongst  one  another.    

Political  Capital  

the  structured  process  that  determines  how  decisions  are  made  on  a  formal  basis  for  setting  and  enforcing  

policies  in  the  community.    



Community  as  a  Whole

What  skills,  talents,  and  resources  can  be  linked  to  one  another  to  build  a  stronger  and  more  vibrant  

Some  of  the  systems  include:

  

An  Asset  Map  can  illuminate  skills,  talents,  and  resources  that  exist  within  a  community.    These  assets  can  be  
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Asset  Map  Example:  One  Street



Bob  and  Brenda  have  been  married  for  5  years.    

They  moved  in  shortly  after  getting  married.    

Buster  came  to  live  with  them  a  few  months  ago.

Bob  –  Loves  to  bike,  interested  in  the  outdoors,  
teaches  at  the  local  middle  school.    

Brenda  –  Loves  to  cook.  She  especially  loves  
making  bread  and  entertaining.    Brenda  is  

interested  in  doing  a  cookout  for  neighbors  at  

the  park  down  the  street.

Maria  moved  in  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago.    Maria  is  a  full  

biology.    She  wants  to  work  on  her  Ph.D.  after  that.    Maria  

loves  hiking  and  knows  a  lot  about  native  plants.    Jane  also  

Matt,  comes  to  visit  often  

Jim  and  Melissa  are  an  older,  retired  couple  and  have  been  

quiet  times  together.

Marsha  and  Samantha  are  a  couple  and  they  

Marsha  is  an  avid  reader  and  works  as  a  

Marsha  wants  to  learn  how  to  knit.

Samantha
riding  her  skateboard.    She  aspires  to  be  an  artist  

and  can  draw  very  well.

Groucho  barks  whenever  someone  comes  to  the  

door  –  Marsha  and  Sam  are  fond  of  saying  his  bark  

Naem

The  Goodwins
an  opening  for  her  in  town.    They  are  very  interested  in  getting  to  know  people  in  town  and  frequently  take  

Billy  and  Sarah  to  the  park  to  play.

Mary

going  on  in  the  baseball  world.    Mary  is  also  a  great  cook  and  is  interested  in  doing  some  kind  of  party  with  

the  other  neighbors.

Henry

Billy
Sarah

Herman

Asset  Map  Example:  One  Floor  of  an  Apartment  
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Asset-‐Based  Community  Development  Institute

www.abcdinstitute.org  

Asset  Map  Example:  ABCD  Example



Resources

Getting  Started
Resources  in  this  section  help  familiarize  you  with  concepts  to  facilitate  community  building.

Community  Tool  Box  
Assessing  community  needs  and  resources

http://ctb.ku.edu/tools/en/chapter_1003.htm  

Racial  Equity  Tools

http://www.racialequitytools.org/

Methods  and  Techniques
Resources  in  this  section  provide  additional  frameworks  for  community  building  activities.

Asset-‐Based  Community  Development  Institute
ABCD  resources  

http://www.abcdinstitute.org/  

Data  Collection  Toolbox
Conducting  in-‐depth  conversational  interviews  

http://www.caps.ucsf.edu/goodquestions/section3/3d_indepth.html  

Inventories  and  Guides
Resources  in  this  section  guide  you  through  the  asset-‐based  community-‐development  process  

The  Capacity  Inventory
A  guided  list  of  questions  to  ask  individuals  by  ABCD  Institute

http://www.abcdinstitute.org/docs/abcd/Capacity%20Inventory.pdf

Vitalizing  Community:  Building  on  Assets  and  Mobilizing  for  Collective  Action

Vitalizing  Community:  Building  on  Assets  and  Mobilizing  for  Collective  Action
Community  guide

http://utahreach.org/rp/docs/VitalComm.pdf  

Real  World  Examples
Resources  in  this  section  are  real-‐world  examples  of  community  building  approaches  and  initiatives.

Community  Building  Initiative

leaders  that  works  to  achieve  racial  and  ethnic  inclusion  and  equity  in  the  Charlotte-‐Mecklenburg  community.

http://www.communitybuildinginitiative.org/




